Discussion Assignment
The Industrial Revolution in the 18th century had a significant impact on the patterns of class and gender roles in America. Since more goods were produced in factories instead of homes, the women and children were forced to transition from domestic duties to working in factories to supply the low wages that men brought home (Allen, 2019). However, it is important to note that the women and children from upper and middle-class clusters were well shielded from performing hard labor jobs. Only the lower class women and children were exposed to the hardships of working in factories. Since the middle-class cluster was allowed to receive some form of education, their children could secure respectable jobs compared to their low-class counterparts, who were mostly illiterate. Therefore, education and employment opportunities were highly dependent on an individual's social class and education level.
There was an expectation of men and women to assume their gender roles despite the economy's changes (Allen, 2019). Women were expected to perform their domestic duties such as cleaning, nurturing children, and producing food and clothing. In contrast, men, on the other hand, were expected to work hard and bring food to the table. The nature of the domestic duties of women, however, changed considerably. For instance, the production of clothes became more mechanized, and women were relieved of that duty and forced to pick a new duty of shopping for clothes instead.
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